
Wrapped in  
a bubble 

Former teacher Bhavini Pandya joins a 
primary school bubble to see how learning 
has been impacted by Covid-19.

Calm, happy and excited are the three words I would 
use to describe the children during my recent visit to 
Trumpington Park Primary School in Cambridge. As a 
former Key Stage One teacher myself, I was curious to see 
the impact that Covid-19 has had in the classroom; how it 
has affected young children and how it has impacted their 
learning. Children have missed nearly ten weeks of school 
because of the pandemic, creating major issues in terms of 
both their wellbeing and their learning. 

Some schools across the UK have managed to stay 
open for the children of key workers and those who are 
vulnerable, which is fantastic. It is these children that are 
uppermost in teachers’ thoughts, so being able to offer 
provision for them at school is a huge relief for parents, 
carers and teachers. Now that the go-ahead has been 
given for schools to open for particular year groups, school 
leaders and teachers have had to reconfigure day-to-day 
routines and the structure of the school.

All teachers and visitors were assigned 
to a ‘bubble’ and they had to stay within 
this ‘bubble’ at all times



When I arrived at Trumpington Park, friendly staff in the 
office greeted me from behind screens and indicated 
the hand sanitising station next to the visitor signing in 
book. Once I had signed in, it was explained that the 
school currently has a one-way system throughout. 
There were plenty of pictorial representations on the 
doors and walls to remind both children and adults 
about the new system. All teachers and visitors were 
assigned to a ‘bubble’ and they had to stay within this 
‘bubble’ at all times. Along the corridor, markers on the 
floor indicated the distance that needed to be kept to 
adhere to the social distancing regulations. 

As I walked down the corridor to enter my bubble, 
I noticed how much smaller the classes looked both 
in terms of space and the number of children. The 
classroom space itself seemed to have shrunk because 
the tables had to be separated to allow one per child, 
with each child socially distanced from the others. Each 
child in the classroom had their own table, chair, a large 
tray on the floor for their belongings and a shallow tray 
on the table for learning resources. These resources 

were separated by inserts. Each insert would contain 
something different, for example, colouring pencils, 
maths counting manipulatives, phonics flashcards, glue 
stick and whiteboard pen.

It was important that the children understood that they 
should not share resources with anyone else. The 
resources would then be disinfected at the end of the 
day.  I also noticed how all soft furnishingsand reading 
books had been removed from the classrooms, because 
it was too difficult to continually clean these items.

As soon as I entered my ‘bubble’ (a Reception class), 
the first thing that struck me was how content and 
happy the children were to be back at school. With 
the sound of laughter filling the room, it was obvious 
that the children were pleased to be back learning with 
their peers. The fact that the layout of their classroom 
had changed and they were having to maintain a social 
distance didn’t seem to faze them at all. They were 
happy to be back in a place where they felt looked 
after and safe. When I spoke to the class teacher about 
their current learning, she mentioned that they were 

having to play catch up with most of the children. This 
included going over the basic counting skills and phonic 
sounds. Although home learning activities had been sent 
home, it was hard to assess how much each child had 
completed and the gaps that were left in their learning. 
The children in my bubble were being taught in quick, 
short lessons. They would focus on one learning 
aspect in an interactive way and then move on to the 
next which allowed them to maintain focus and stay 
engaged. I also noticed that the children were enjoying 
more outdoor learning time and that they were excited 
to be taking part in regular forest school activities.
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There was a timetable for each bubble for playtime and 
lunchtime. It was important that the children stayed in 
their own area on the playground, and at lunchtime, 
each bubble had a time slot to go to the dinner hall 
to collect their lunch. The children then brought their 
lunch back to their classrooms and sat at their own 
desks to eat. The teacher also sat with her bubble to 
monitor them eating and then after lunch and prior 
to learning, she wiped down their desks. When the 
children had eaten and it was their time to go outside to 
play, the teacher had her break. A few years ago, when 
I taught Year One, I started the term with a very small 
class, only seven children. I know from experience how 
different and challenging it can be to spend the majority 
of the school day with a small group of children. It is 
challenging because there is limited adult support but 
also because children only have a set number of peers 
with whom they can interact. We all know that if one 
child has a difficult day it impacts on the other children.  
‘Bubbles’ mean that it is hard to ask for extra support, 
however, the staff at Trumpington have risen to the 
challenge and are coping well.

I was very impressed with how staff at the school were 
following government guidelines to keep their children 
safe but also in the extra measures that they had put in, 
that they felt were necessary. They continue to deliver 
exciting lessons and really put the children at the heart 
of everything they do.  It is also worth reiterating that 
the children did not seem to be exhibiting any anxiety 
about being back at school, but there was plenty of 
evidence to show that they were happy and enjoying 
themselves. 
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